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4 tips for learning a  
language through music
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Make Your Own Kind of Music

Sing, Sing Along

Let’s Get Physical (Physical!)

Don’t Stop Believin’ (in the Power of Repetition)

Finding songs in your second language that jive with your interests can help you stay  
motivated. If you don’t know where to start, just punch your target language into the  
search bar of any popular music streaming service. You’ll find tons of songs and  
user-created playlists that are sure to resonate with you!

Are you jazzed about the idea of using music to practice your second language, but  
don’t know where to start? Fear not! We’ve curated 4 tips to help you use songs to get  
into a good language-learning groove. 

Singing along with your favorite songs helps your mouth and jaw muscles get used to 
pronouncing new sounds and sound transitions. Be sure to read the lyrics while belting 
it out so that you can pick up on key grammar patterns. Karaoke is a great way to do this – 
just sing what you see! When you’re ready to fly solo, try typing the name of the song you 
want to sing plus “karaoke” in the YouTube search bar.

Get movin’ and groovin’ when you sing! Miming actions that match song lyrics can help 
you remember and learn new words. Don’t worry if the lyrics don’t translate into concrete 
physical actions – making up your own gestures, or using those that are “close enough” 
(e.g., make a heart with your hands for “love”), is just as helpful. 

Listening, reading, and singing the lyrics of the songs you love means more chances to 
pick up on words and phrases. If you’re really lucky (or unlucky?), you’ll get a song stuck 
in your head. Believe it or not, this repetition can help you better store the lyrics in 
long-term memory, which could come in handy during your next conversation.


